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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The City of Selkirk (referred to as City herewith) commissioned this study to assess the 
views of Selkirk residents and visitors regarding the future of the Garry Theatre. The 
Garry Theatre opened in 1948 and was acquired by the City in 2021. The survey is part 
of a citizen engagement process put forth by the City to assess how best to use the 
theatre going forward.    

The City engaged Credit Union Central of Manitoba (CUCM) to administer the survey 
and conduct an analyses of the results, The survey was designed by the City asking 
citizens share their memories of the theatre, and how they want to see the theatre in 
the future.    

 

KEY INSIGHTS: 

NEARLY HALF OF THE SURVEY RESPONDENTS WERE WILLING TO VOLUNTEER THEIR TIME AND 
EFFORT IN SUPPORT OF THE THEATRE. 

 
 Nearly 40% see a movie in a theatre at least once a month. 
 Most respondents (56%) attend a concert or performance less than 6 times per 

year. 
 The most desired events to host at the Garry Theatre are: 

1. Movies 

2. Musical concerts 

3. Theatrical performances 

 The most desired amenities for the Garry Theatre are: 

1. A stage 

2. Licensed bar 

3. Dance room/ Coffee shop 

 47% of respondents were willing to volunteer at the theatre in the future. 

o 28% of respondents are willing to volunteer as attendants at the theatre.  
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BACKGROUND and METHODOLOGY 
The City of Selkirk engaged the Credit Union Central of Manitoba (CUCM) to administer 
and report the results of a survey assessing the use and future development of the 
Garry Theatre in November 2022.  

The survey questions were designed by the City of Selkirk and administered by CUCM 
using the online survey platform Voxco. This survey was open to both citizens and 
visitors of the City.  

The survey also collected the personal contact information of respondents, 18 years of 
age or older, who agreed to volunteer for the Garry theatre in the future, as well as 
those respondents who agreed to participate in future surveys conducted by the City.  

This information will be shared with the City in a confidential manner to comply with 
privacy requirements and is not included in this report. 

The survey was in the field from November 22nd to December 9th, 2022.  

The total number of completed surveys was 1158.  
 

 Respondent relationship with the City 

Fig.1 [Detailed data table in the Appendix.] 

 
 

Majority of respondents reported either living or working in 
Selkirk. Based on the postal code data provided by respondents- 

73% reside or have a business in the city of Selkirk 
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Favourite Memories of the Garry Theatre 

Respondents reported fond memories of the Garry Theatre. Most cited spending time and 
gathering with friends, families, or their first dates as their fondest memories of the 
theatre. 

1. Time spent with friends/family
2. Popcorn
3. Affordable/cheap movies

[A total of 905 comments were recorded. Detailed list of verbatim comments in the Appendix.] 

Future Purpose and Use of the  Garry Theatre 

The survey asked respondents to select various listed activities and amenities they wish 
to see made available at the Garry Theater in the future. 

The most desired events to host at the Garry Theatre are: 
1. Movies
2. Musical concerts
3. Theatrical performances

Fig. 2 [Detailed data table in the Appendix.] 
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The most desired amenities for the Garry Theatre are: 
1. A stage
2. Licensed bar
3. Dance room/ Coffee shop
[Detailed list of verbatim comments in the Appendix.] 

Fig. 3 [Detailed data table in the Appendix.] 

Inspiration 
Institution that the Garry Theatre should be modeled after going forward 
Most common community theatre cited as a possible model for the future 
development and function of the Garry Theatre was the Park Theatre in Winnipeg. 
Also frequently mentioned were the Burton Cummings Theatre and the Gimli 
Theatre. 
[A total of 355 comments were recorded. Detailed list of verbatim comments in the Appendix.] 
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Volunteering to Support the Theatre 

Nearly half (47%) of respondents were willing to volunteer at the theatre in the future. 

28% of respondents are willing to volunteer as attendants at the theatre. 

Fig. 4 [Detailed data table in the Appendix.] 

Overall Comments 
Survey respondents were asked to provide further comments regarding the Garry 
Theatre.  A total of a 480 comments were recorded. The following are the most 
common themes found within the comments: 

1. Bring it back/ don’t want to lose the theatre
2. Want to see movies again
3. A place for community
4. Good memories


