
Selkirk Comes Alive

Passport



Dedication &
Acknowledgment



The City of Selkirk would like to acknowledge that we are 
located on Treaty 1 territory, the traditional territory of 
Anishinaabeg, Cree, Oji-Cree, Dakota, and Dene Peoples, 
and the homeland of the Red River Métis.

June 15, 1882 marks when the Town of Selkirk became 
a recognized town under the provincial Municipal Act.

We would like to dedicate this 140 anniversary to all of
Selkirk’s citizens that have helped shape our city into the
centre of pride and innovation that it is today.

Let’s continue to work together to create an inclusive 
community and connect our vibrant city to the cultural 
roots it has been built upon.

Sincerely,



Follow the 
Selkirk Museum 
on Instagram 
and Facebook!

Discover
Selkirk’s
history.



Sail into 
Selkirk 

                                                                                   at the 

Marine
Museum
of Manitoba

Visit marinemuseum.ca for hours and admission  |  Group rates and tours available  |  204-482-7761

OPEN MAY LONG 
THROUGH TO 

SEPTEMBER LONG
20 Minutes North of Winnipeg

���������

GET A FIRST-HAND GLIMPSE OF 
MARINE OPERATIONS ON LAKE 
WINNIPEG AND THE RED RIVER 
FROM 1850 TO TODAY. TRAVEL BACK 
IN TIME AS YOU BOARD THE SHIPS 
THAT NAVIGATED THE WATERS OF 
THE WORLD’S TENTH LARGEST 
FRESHWATER LAKE. LEARN HOW THE 
PORT OF SELKIRK PLAYED A VITAL 
ROLE IN THE MAKING OF MANITOBA.

w MarineMuseum.ca



Selkirk One Forty 
T-Shirt - $30

Selkirk One Forty 
Collection



Selkirk One Forty 
Canvas Tote - $10

1914 Town of Selkirk 
Planning Scheme Map - $15

Available at
Shop.MySelkirk.ca!



Selkirk Heritage 
Endowment Fund
Preserving and promoting our local history; 
today, tomorrow, and forever.

In 2012, based on 
recommendations set 
out in the Capturing 
our Shared Heritage 
vision paper, Selkirk 
City Council established 
the Selkirk Heritage 
Endowment Fund (SHEF). 

It’s mission is to create a 
strong and sustainable 
base of funding to 
support a future 
municipal museum for 
the City of Selkirk.

The SHEF is held and 
professionally managed 
by the charitable Selkirk 
& District Community 
Foundation. Donations 
made to the SHEF are 
invested and held in 
perpetuity. 

Once the Selkirk Museum 
is formally incorporated, 
the SHEF income will 
be used to support its 
operations.

The annual income 
generated by the fund 
is currently granted to 
the Marine Museum of 
Manitoba. 

By supporting the Selkirk 
Heritage Endowment 
Fund, you help to 
preserve and promote 
our local history, today, 
tomorrow and forever. 

Please consider 
donating today.making a 
donation today.
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Greetings 
from Barb 
Lavallee

The preservation of 
Selkirk’s culture and 
history is extremely 
important in preserving 
our identity. It’s the road 
map that educates us and 
reminds us who we are 
and where we came from.

Everything from the land 
on which we walk, the 
waters we fish, unique 
architecture, uses and 
locations of buildings 
and street names all 
tell us stories of how 
our city came to be and 
have added character 
to our community and 
will continue to do so for 
generations to come.

From the Marine Museum 
of Manitoba to the 
virtual wing of the Selkirk 
Museum (available 24/7 at 
selkirkmuseum.ca), I hope 
that you will take the time 
to learn about Selkirk’s 
rich history and immerse 
yourself in the culture I’m 
so proud of.

Warm regards,

Larry Johannson
MAYOR

Greetings 
from the 
Mayor
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On behalf of the Heritage 
Advisory Committee, it’s 
my pleasure to extend 
greetings for the City of 
Selkirk’s first ever “Selkirk 
Comes Alive” event. 

Selkirk is a city with a 
vibrant history. Heritage 
plays an important role in 
enriching our city, adding 
value, quality and diversity 
to our daily lives. 

Demonstrating our 
commitment to 
preserving Selkirk’s 
history, the Heritage 
Advisory Committee 
has been working hard 
planning this event for the 
past year. 

We hope you enjoy Selkirk 
Comes Alive and that the 
day provides you with 
an authentic experience 
that pays tribute to the 
historical figures in a 
way that is memorable, 
educational and fun. 

Regards,

Barb Lavallee
CHAIR, Selkirk Heritage 
Advisory Committee



Selkirk Comes Alive Map

Performances will start at the top of the hour, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

On this self-guided tour, participants can decide what 
locations they would like to attend and in whichever 
order.

Location R: Robert Smith - 300 Sophia St. (Sidewalk)
  Rain location: Memorial Hall - 376 Jemima St.

Location B:  Selkirk Arena “Barn” - 368 Jemima St.

Location F: Selkirk Fire Department - 200 Eaton Ave.

Location C: Chuck Norquay
  Selkirk Waterfront Superior Ave.
  Rain location: Memorial Hall - 376 Jemima St.

Location G: Grabowski Family
  Memorial Park - 314 Eveline St
  Rain location: Memorial Hall - 376 Jemima St.

For any questions or inquiries, please contact: 

(204) 481-0185
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William Charles (Chuck) 
Lawrence Norquay was 
born in 1955 and lived 
his whole life in Selkirk. 

Chuck’s love for fishing 
began at an early age, 
and it quickly became his 
life. 

In 1885, Chuck took a 
chance and contacted 
the well-known American 
TV fishing personality, 
Babe Winkelman, which 
caused Selkirk to earn 
the title, “Catfish Capital 
of the World.”

STAMP HERE

He then became a 
popular choice for a 
fishing guide, attracting 
people from across the 
country and the United 
States. 

Chuck had an infectious 
love for life and built a 
community around what 
he loved most - fishing. 

November 10, 1955 - August 18th, 1993

Chuck Norquay 14





Robert Smith was born 
in Coatbridge, Scotland 
in 1880. 

As a young man, Smith 
entered the steel 
industry, starting at 
the United States Steel 
Corporation in Erie, 
Pennsylvania and then 
later, in 1922 he moved 
to Selkirk where he 
became the General 
Manager of the Manitoba 
Rolling Mills.

Smith is most known 
for his quiet generosity, 
offering food and 
financial help through 
the 1920s and 1930s.

He paid for his workers’ 
light bills, fuel, and work 
supplies. He ensured his 
employees had good
Christmases, and even 
funded retirement 
pensions and funeral 
costs.

STAMP HERE

Robert Smith
1880 - 1944
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Smith was elected Mayor 
of Selkirk from 1936-1937 
where he donated his 
salary to charity.

He died in his Selkirk 
home in February of 
1944.

He is commemorated by 
the Robert Smith school 
in Selkirk.





The Soul’s Journey 
(Friesen Press, 2021) 
describes the lives 
of Piotr (Peter) and 
Wladyslawa (Gladys) 
Grabowski, both former 
prisoners of war, who 
would abandon their 
dream of returning home 
to war-torn Poland so 
that their children could 
live a better life in Selkirk,
Manitoba, Canada. 

In 1950, Peter had to 
precede his family, and 
then ten months later, 
Gladys, without a word 
of English, alone with 
two preschoolers and 
one baby still in arms, 
endured an ocean 
voyage followed by 
a cross-country train 
trip to reunite with her 
husband.

The Grabowski family 
would begin their new 
life on Dufferin Avenue 
before moving to 224 
McLean. They would 
soon discover that for a 
Polish refugee, Selkirk, 
Manitoba in the 1950’s 
and 60’s would be in 
many ways more familiar 
than foreign. “It was the 
right move and, for us, 
the best house in the 
best town to call home.” 
(p.57)

Grabowski Family
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STAMP HERE





Selkirk Fire Department 20

STAMP HERE

The Selkirk Fire Brigade 
was formed in 1897 
following two devastating 
fires where 20 buildings 
burned to the ground. 

The volunteer fire 
brigade consisted of 
12-15 men and a horse 
drawn chemical engine.
Three years later, the 
chemical wagon was 
replaced with a Watrous 
engine complete with 
1500 ft of hose. 

The Fire Hall was situated 
on the corner of Eveline 
and Eaton, where the 
Civic Centre is now. 

The first motorized fire 
engines appeared in 
1930 – with the arrival of 
“Maggie” and “Jigs” the 
1929 Chevy hose truck 
and pumper.

In 1928 the Fire Hall 
moved to Main Street 
into a converted Catholic 
mission house where it 
stayed for the next 35 
years. Following this, the 
Fire Hall moved back 
on Eaton Ave where it is 
currently.

1897 - Present





Selkirk’s first indoor 
arena, known as the 
Alexandra Rink, was 
constructed on Fox 
Avenue in 1907.

Following the Second 
World War, the town 
felt pressure to provide 
quality sports and 
recreation services
for the community. 

The plan to build a new 
facility was put into 
motion.

The arena was built with 
large, heavy, laminated 
beams which allowed for 
an unobstructed view of 
the ice from anywhere 
inside the arena.
By 1949 the Selkirk Arena 
officially opened.

STAMP HERE

A series of minor 
renovations in the 
1950s revealed that the 
building was structurally 
unsound.

Since then, much 
debate has circulated 
over repairing the Barn 
or tearing it down. At 
present, there are plans
to demolish the Barn 
in the future and build 
a new multi-purpose 
recreational facility.

Selkirk Arena “Barn”
1949 - Present
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