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To have fun, with no excuses or reasons needed to celebrate!

To meet your neighbors. Knowing who lives in your

neighborhood will help improve safety to prevent crime.

To establish a sense of belonging to the community.

Neighbors who know each other, lookout for each other.

To meet neighbors who might want to exchange skills or

resources with (I.e. baby- sitting, book club, walking to school

duties, personal networking,  lawn maintenance, etc.)

To encourage neighbors to look after the neighborhood and

strengthen the community.

To learn a little about each other and determine who my need

a little extra help from time-to-time.

To have a chance to meet some of the long- time neighborhood

residents and learn more about your community.

To plan other projects in your neighborhood (i.e. clean- up day,

community yard sale, etc.)

To start a tradition of getting together at least once a year.

Top 10 Reasons to Host a Block Party
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A block party is a great way for neighbors to meet, gather and connect over food and fun.
Building connections creates a sense of belonging in your neighborhood and contributes to
wellbeing and safety in your community.

Organizing your block party through the City of Selkirk's Block Party Program is a great way
to connect with your neighbors, get free resources, utilize free equipment and to ensure
insurance coverage for your block party! 

How Does the Program Work?
Block parties are organized and planned by residents of Selkirk between May 1-September 30.
These events are supported by the City of Selkirk’s Culture, Recreation, and Green
Transportation Department, by providing certain aspects to make sure your Block Party is an
ultimate success! 

Block Party formats are chosen by residents and can range from gatherings such as a barbecue,
picnic, or potluck; basically anything that gets your neighbors together! Available to City of Selkirk
residents only. The City of Selkirk will cover the insurance of all block parties. Plus, we will provide
you with a planning guide and our Block Party Equipment Trailer! 

Our Block Party Equipment Trailer is loaded with fun games and equipment including a
parachute, giant soccer balls, ladder ball, bean bag sets, disc slam, hop along bouncers and
more! Visit our website for a full list of equipment. 

Is there a cost?
The City of Selkirk will provide you with coverage of insurance and activity equipment from our
Block Party Trailer. There are no other fees charged by the City to host this event. All other
expenses such as food, tables, decorations are the expense of the Event Coordinator. Through
proper planning, many of these expenses can easily be free or low cost. For example, ask every
household to bring a food dish (potluck), BYOB (bring your own beverages), BYOC (bring your
own chair), etc. We provide some tips and tricks in this guide for keeping things low cost or free.

How to Book a Block Party
Review the information on our website, including our Block Party Planning Guide.
Complete the request form on your website to request your block party date. Once we receive
your request, we will review the date and time you have requested and email you back with
confirmation. We will also ask the event organizer to sign our Block Party Agreement. 

Once your date is confirmed, start planning! The event organizer will plan the details of the block
party. Once the day of the event, our staff will drop off the equipment trailer at the location
indicated on the request. City of Selkirk staff will pick up the trailer following your event. 

About the City of Selkirk Block Party Program

Page 4



Why should I book my Block Party through the City of Selkirk Block
Party Program?
The City of Selkirk will provide every applicant with this helpful Block Party Planning
Guide, Block Party Trailer (filled with supplies and equipment) and we will provide you
with Block Party Insurance Coverage. 

How do I accommodate those on my street who do not want to
participate in the block party? 
Make sure that everyone has clear access to their property during the event. Also, be
courteous of  noise level and remember that loud amplification of music is prohibited.

Where can I host my block party?
We recommend that you host your block party in a public space as it increases the
shared responsibility of the event. If your block party is going to be held on public land,
special consideration is required through the City of Selkirk. Other locations for hosting
a block party can include backyards, garages, driveways, etc. Please remember, if you
require your block to be closed for the duration of your block party, this cannot include
major throughways such as Eveline, Main, Jemima, Sophia, or Mercy).

Will the City of Selkirk advertise or promote my block party?
No. You are responsible for the advertising and promotion of your block party and
invite attendees. 

Does the City provide and deliver barricades so that I can close off the
area for the party?
Yes. Barricades are available through CRGT (Culture, Recreation & Green
Transportation) Dept. Be sure to indicate that you will need them on your application
form. We will drop them off when we drop off the trailer. 

I want my block party to be the talk of the city. What restrictions should
I be aware?
Special consideration by the City of Selkirk will be given to block party events that
include the use of bouncers, jolly jumpers, slides, petting zoo's, etc. on public property.
Contact CRGT at 204-785-4950. In accordance with City of Selkirk By- laws; fires,
fireworks, and alcohol, are not permitted on public streets. 

Frequently Asked Questions
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Planning your Block Party

Event Coordinator - this person will oversee the events as a whole and determine when,
where, how of the party. The Event Coordinator will complete all paperwork and agreements
with the City and be the contact between the planning committee and the City of Selkirk.  
Food / Purchasing - These individuals will figure out what kind of food or other purchases
need to be made and will handle the payments/purchasing. 
 Guest List / Invites - These individuals will determine how to get the word out: create
posters, invite neighbors, inform others of the event to be kind to those not participating. 
Set-up/Clean-up - who will set up the party, look after tables, chair, etc, and clean up after.

Make planning decisions prior to event.
Invite neighbors to the event. Promote and Advertise your block party. 
Act as greeters at the block party.
Introduce new neighbors and help make meaningful connections.
Set-up for the event (purchase food, set up tables, etc, set up equipment from trailer)
Make sure clean- up is done. You may wish to inspire clean- up by rewarding the
neighborhood children with a prize for picking up the most garbage.  
Complete post-event evaluation form with the City of Selkirk 

Barbecue - Organizers purchase all that is needed and neighbors can provide money, or
everyone brings their own meat.
Picnic - Everyone brings their own meal.
Potluck - Everyone brings one dish. Even numbered houses could bring desert; odd
numbered houses can bring salads and main dishes.
Catered - Everyone shares the cost and food is purchased. 

1) Create an Event Committee
The idea of a neighborhood block party is to bring neighbors together, so the first step is to
create an organizing committee. Determine who will be responsible for planning and specific
planning tasks, such as:

You may want to send out a flyer to explain what a block party is, encourage attendance, and get
opinions on how to handle the food, possible dates and items to have at the event. Many hands
make light work!

Role of the Block Party Organizers

2) Determine the Type of Block Party
Your planning committee can determine which type of block party will work best in your
neighborhood. 

Try not to go overboard; it can make people feel the event is too much work. Keep it simple! 
Page 6



Create flyers/invitations. Don't forget to include an RSVP so you can confirm numbers for
food and supplies. It's also a great idea to include the rain date on the flyers as well.
Have organizing committee members drop off flyers one day, and collect RSVP's on
another.
Neighbors can be called on the phone or emailed if you have proper contacts.
Put up signage at the entry to your crescent, street or cul-de-sac prior to, and on the day of
your planned block party.
Post to social media. However, be aware that doing so might invite others from outside
your neighborhood to attend.

Visit and eat - Take the time to introduce one another and let them know where you live in
the neighborhood.
Games & Activities

Will you have any special guests or performers?
Take a look at what games/activities are included in the City's Block Party Equipment
Trailer. Who will lead these games/activities?

Encourage intergenerational participation. For example have youth leading games for
younger children, seniors and teens. Make sure that people with disabilities can participate
in activities, including their attendant(s).
Look at the provided 'Activity Ideas' for fun and integrative activities that will provide all
ages at your block party with entertaining games and ice- breakers. (see page 11)

3) Events Dates, Details & Booking
Next, you need to determine a date, time and location for the event. Once you have those
selected, you should now reserve your date with the City of Selkirk (done on our website). We
recommend you also determine a back up date, incase your first preference is already booked,
as well as a rain date, in the event there is poor weather the day of your event. 

4) Getting the Word Out
Once your date has been confirmed with the City, and agreements signed, it's time to invite
your neighbors! Here are some ideas of how to inform your neighbors:

5) Plan What People Will Do at the Party

Planning your Block Party
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Planning your Block Party

 Block party date, time and possible rain out date.
The applicants full name, address and contact information.
Exact location of where barricades are to be placed.
Permission from at least 75% of the neighbors who are affected by the street closure. 

Sufficient number of barricades be provided.
Emergency Departments (Selkirk Fire Dept., By- Law Enforcement, and RCMP) will be notified
in advance of scheduled block party should they require access to the street. 
Prepared equipment trailer for your block party and deliver it on site.
Pick up the trailer and barricades following the event. 

Observe security precautions by keeping doors locked and equipment in sight.
Remember when setting up tables and chairs that emergency vehicles must have street
access.
Post signs prior to your event to remind people to remove their cars if the street is being
used. 
Remember that alcohol is not permitted on City streets or in public parks.  

Be courteous to your neighbors that are not participants and those around you. 
Loud amplification of music is prohibited. 

Planning Considerations
We recommend you consider the following as you plan your Block Party.

Picking the Best Location
If at all possible, use a common public space. This will increase the likelihood of shared
responsibility for the event. Safety for all participants needs to be an important factor when
determining location.
Remember, if you intend to use the street in any way, City permission is required through the
application process and the street must be officially booked off.

City of Selkirk Permission for Blocking Street
Only local (residential) roadways will be permitted for a block party closure (this does no include
Eveline, Main, Jemima, Sophia, or Mercy). The block party organizers must submit the Block Party
Application Form (Schedule A) to the CRGT Dept. at least 3 weeks prior to the proposed block
party date. This form includes:

   The City of Selkirk will ensure:

Safety

Be Courteous of Others
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Planning your Block Party

Will guests be responsible to bring their own: lawn chairs, food, drinks, plates and cutlery? If so,
include these details on the flyer and invitations. 
Will you ask for a small fee? $5.00 per person to cover the expenses for food, drinks, etc?
Name tags for all guests are important - Decide what you want your neighbors to write on their
name tags (i.e. first and last names, house numbers, etc.) 
Create a bulletin board with the resources or skills neighbors might offer (I.e. baby- sitting, book
club, walking to school duties, personal networking,  lawn maintenance, small businesses, etc.)
Line up tables for the food and have several garbage and recycling bin containers available.
Decide who will coordinate or if everyone will bring their own tables and chairs, plates, cutlery
and cups, and beverages.  
If using a barbecue, who is in change of the cooking? Who's BBQ are you using?
Decide if pets are allowed.
Provide participants with an evaluation at the end of the block party to help collect new ideas for
next year.

Planning Considerations
We recommend you consider the following as you plan your Block Party.

Timing to Plan
For a first time block party, distribute the first flyer requesting feedback 4 to 5 weeks before the
event. Adjustments may need to be made if a neighbor already has an event of their own planned.
Once the planning group has looked at all the suggestions, the final flyer with date, time, location and
what to bring should go out 2 weeks before the block party event. 
A weekend date is often preferable for the event. 
Have an alternative rain out date planned, just in case.
Keep in mind those who live in the neighborhood when setting the hours for the block party. If young
children or seniors are living near the event area, plan to finish by 9:00pm. 

Set- Up
It's a good idea to have a sign- up sheet with the names of everyone who attends the party and
everyone you have contacted. After all, the idea of a block party is to connect neighbors. This is a
great resource for next year, as it can help develop a contact list for the neighborhood. Some other
suggestions that may be helpful are:

Miscellaneous Considerations
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Planning your Block Party

Organize Block Party Committee 
Determine Date, Time & Type of Block Party
Determine Location
Determine Possible Rain Out Date
Determine Budget (if necessary)

Acquire at least 75% of neighbor signatures
Submit Block Party Application forms to the City of Selkirk. Submit 'Schedule A' & 'Schedule B'
to to CRGT
Send out promotion/ invitations
Determine food, drinks, seating, tables, etc.

What games/ activities/ ice breakers will we organize?
Look at 'Activity List' for inspiration!
Determine what equipment we want to borrow from the City of Selkirk (See 'Block Party
Equipment List'). 

Purchase or gather decorations 
Food Planning

Determine what people should bring for food.
Who will bring cutlery and condiments?
Who will be bringing tables? Should everyone bring chairs?
Does anyone have allergies? 
Who's BBQ are we using? Home many BBQ's do we need?
Arrange coolers to keep food cold

Send out party reminders
Confirm numbers for any party rentals/catering
Buy/make name tags

Set up/organize tents, tables, chairs and music
Put up signage
Prepare food and drinks
Help run games
Clean up after the event 

Pick up garbage and recycling from block area.
Take down barricades and signage that may have been put up

Complete the City of Selkirk Program Evaluation - will be sent electronically to organizers. 

Planning Timeline & Checklist For a Block Party
4- 6 Weeks Prior to the Event 

3 Weeks Prior to the  Event 

2 Weeks Prior to Event

1 Week Prior to Event

 

Day of the Block Party

After the Block Party
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Decide if pets are permitted
Start acquiring neighborhood signatures 
Send out flyers requesting neighbor feedback 
Invite neighbors/send invitations



City of Selkirk
 Block Party Program

ACTIVITY IDEAS

Feel free to print and use the following activities at your Block Party!
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Get-to-know BINGO 
L E A R N  A B O U T  Y O U R  N E I G H B O R S

For each of the categories below, find a person in the group who fits the
description. Don't forget to introduce yourself before asking the question to a

person have not yet met! Write the person's name down next to the item that fits
them. You can only use each person once. The individual who gets the most

matches wins!



If you were stranded on an
island and could only bring 3
things with you, what would
they be?
What is something on your
bucket list?
If you were an animal, what
animal would it be and why?
Do you have a hero? Who and
why?
What is your favorite activity to
do in the winter?
Do you have a favorite hobby?
If you were given access to a
time machine, where would
you travel and why?
What language would you like
to learn? Why?
If you won the lottery, what
would be the first thing you
would do?
Are you a dog or a cat person?  

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
7.

8.

9.

10.

11.Describe yourself in three
words.
12.What is the weirdest thing
you have ever eaten?
13.What is you favorite holiday
and why?
14.All time favorite joke.
15.Do you have any foods you
really dislike?
16.What's is your favorite meal?
17.If you went to a cupcake
shop, what flavor of cupcake
would you choose?
18.What message would you
want in your fortune cookie?
19.What is your middle name?
20.What is something you
should throw away but know
you never will? Why?

Ice Breaker Questions
L E A R N  A B O U T  Y O U R  N E I G H B O R S

Another great way to get to know your neighbors is just simply asking some fun ice
breaker questions! These fun questions will help you learn more about your peers

personality, interests and hobbies to possibly find common interests!
 

Here is a list of 20 fun ice breaker questions to help us learn about our neighbors:



Neighborhood Scavenger Hunt
L E A R N  A B O U T  Y O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D

How many of the following can you spot?
Challenge: For older children or adults, add a color and description to each time. 

Ex: For Sale Sign = red, front door. 



Limbo
Potato Sac Races
Bean Bag Toss
Hula Hooping
Hopscotch
Face Painting
Street Hockey Game
Ladder Ball
Lawn Darts
Yardzee
Scoops
Skipping Rope 
Giant Jenga
Hide and Seek
Kick the Can
Capture the Flag
Parachute
Tag 
RelayRace 

 

Activity & Game Ideas for Children
F U N  F O R  T H E  W H O L E  N E I G H B O R H O O D



Yardzee
Ladder Ball
Washer Toss 
Bean Bag Toss
Croquet
Bocce
Disc Slam
Disc Golf
Lawn Darts
Horse Shoes
Neighborhood Scavenger Hunt
Relay Race
Giant Jenga
Frisbee

 

Activity & Game Ideas for Adults
F U N  F O R  T H E  W H O L E  N E I G H B O R H O O D


